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E fhe always preferred. Chearfulnefs to Micth. 
The lancer I confider asan AG, the former as ah 
t Of te Mind. Mitth is dhort and traifi- 


j : hen raifed into the greateft :Lranfports of Mirth, 





+ bol) r ry, 

‘oudlnans'es frorh Falling into -aby Depths 6f Sérroy 
Se Cran ck Lighuilig that beake Uco 
) Glouds, ; atid. gtieeets for. a.meorent : 
Keeps up 4 kind of Day-light.in the 


emcn 


“Wien of auftere-Principles look upon Mirth .as 

anions atid diffolace for aoe paceeage 
i'd with 4 certain Trfuttiph and Infolehcé of 
j that ic inconfiftent with'a Life Which i» ave 
x C¥iamment obndsious to the greateft Dangers. 
24 Geant OF this Complexion have ‘obfétved, that the 
verspimmk Perfon who was the great Pattern of Perfé- 
Fy) © never feen to 


otal afulteG of Mind is not liable to ang thefe 
t Lloyd gon s EWES RE He cote lature, 
a(t pot throw the Mind into a Condition im- 
alt efor the préfent State of Huthanity, and is 
ofan eafpicuous in the Charaftets of ttrofe who 
cay agenk’d upon. as the greateft Philofophers among 
for th ns, 2s well as among thoie who have 
Toe \Sietervedly efteemed as Saints and Holy Men a- 
‘Ontiftiars. 


Buy ; 
confider Chearfulnefs in three Lights, with re- 
teour felvessto thofe we Converfe with, and to 
s. loi “yer of 9 Being will nota littlére= 
vo Maem felfon oftheis Acéounts. T un 
yn fee pedietiee of ‘this excellent frame of Mi 
xen only eafie in his Thoughts, but a perfect 


Curediiang 
nie Cited His Temper is even and unruffied, 
mciiageein Aétion. or in Sotitade,, He comes with 
"le, alga thofe Goads which Nature has pro- 


ot by Mle hing, ‘taftes alt the Pleaftires of the Créa~. 
ies Ue ‘es poured, about him, arid does not feel 


ny pht of thofe accidental Evils which may 


teonfider.-him in: relation to the Perfons 


itd e converfes with, it maturally produces — 
akelg®tGood-will cowards bimi. A chearftl Mind 


hey difpofed to be-affable and ‘obliging, but 
te fame good Humour in thofe who come 


Build: 








-Wwithitt its Tinflacnce. A’ Main finds hiinf@\f pleated 


Ghearfulnefs fixt.and.permanent. ‘Thoie 


je to the itee iohs of Me- 
. Op the co, tatfulnt as it 
give fa Mind fuch an exquilive Gladoefs, 


Afi aha Hh eich & ead auld perperal Sere+ 


_ under whatloever Titics.it.f 


Wall the Powers and Faculties ofhis Soul :'- 
nkion is always clear; and his Judgment - 
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he goes not know why, withthe. C Inet: 
his Conipanion : It is like a fadden Sun-thi a 
Anak fecst Delight ithe Mind inc 
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Bake eh been tea 
ayes iidie- devs MAO ; . D1 4 
igte tO ae vennels and Tranquil 
hich is the Health of the Soul, and 
ittue and I Gaede: 


1¢ natural effect o: Vittu nocen 
falnefs in anh Hin delays harder Name thait 
Lariguage can futnih us, ithy and is many 
beyond what We cothmonly caillolly or Maceer 
_ Atheifm, ‘by which 1 mean,a Disbelief of a:Su- 
preme Being, and Senagy exis of a fature State, 
er whathoeyer } ities 1t-fh Mgrs it felf, may like» 
wife very reafonably deprive Man of this Chearful. 
nels of Temper. T hereis fomething fo particularly 
glooni} and offenfiv¢ to Human Nature in the Pro- 


pe& of Non-Exiftence, that 1 cantiot but wonder, . 


With many Excellent Writers, how it is , 

d Man 10 oatlve the ExpeGlation of i. For my 
own part, I think the Being of a God is fo little to 
be doubted, that it is almoft the only Truth we are 
fure of, and fuch a Truth as we meet with in every 
Obje&, in every rrencé, and in every Thought, 
If we look into the Chara@ers of this Ttibe of 
Infidels, we generally find they are made up of 


' Pride; + Spleen and Cavil': It is, indeed, no won: 


det that Men, who arc unieafie to themfelves, thould 


be fo t0 the reft.of the World; and how is it fet 


ble for a Man to be otherwife than uneafie in 
felf, who is in Danger every Moment of lofing his 
entire Exiftence, and dropping into nothing ? 

The vicious Man and Atheift have therefore no 
Pretence to Chearfalnefs, and would a@ very un- 
téafonably, thould ‘they endeavour after it. It is 
impoffibte-for any one tolive in good Humour, and 
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enjoy his prefent Exiftence, who is apprehenfiveej- 
_other of Torment or of Annihilation; of being mi- 
ferable, or of not being at all. 

After having mentioned thefe two great Princi- 
ples, which are deltructive ot Chearfuli +s im theic 
own Natare, as well as in right Reafon, I cannor 

think of aoy other that ought to b.nith this happy 
Temper from a Virtuous Mind. Pain and Giek- 
nefs, Shane and Reproach, Poverty and Old Age, 
nay Death it feif, contidering the thortnefs of their 
Duration, and the Advantage we may reap from 
them, do not deférve the Name of Evils. A good 
Mind may bear up underthem with: Fortitude, with 
Indolence, and with Chearfulnefs of Heart. The 
tofling of a Tempeft does not difcompofe him,- 
which he is fure will bring him to a Joyfui fiar- 
bour. ? + ee 

A Man, who ufes his beft Endeavours to liveac- 
cording to the Di@tates of Virtue and right Reafon 
has two perpetual Sources of Chearfulnels ; In the 
Confideration of his own Nature, and of that Be- 
ing on whom he has a Dependance. If he looks 

. into himfelf, he cannot but rejoice in that Exiftense, 
which is fo lately beftowed upon him, and which, 
after Millions of Ages, will be itill new, and ftill 
in its beginning. How many Se!f Congratulations 
naturally arife in the Mind, when it reficéts onthis 
its Etittance into ‘Eternity, when it takes a View 
of thofeimproveable Faculties, which ina few Years, 

“and even at its firft fetting out, have made fo con- 
fidefable a Progref$, end which will be ftill receiv- 

_ ing aff increafe of Perfedt:on, and confequently an 
increafe of Happinefs.-- The Confcioufnefs of fuch 
a Being fpreads a perpetual Diffutibn of Joy through 
ithe Soul-of a virtuous Man, and makes him look 
pee ty acre every Moment 4s more happy than he 
kuiows: to conceive. ‘ 


- "The fecond Source of Chearfulnefs to 4 good 
Mind, is its Confideration of that Being on w 





awe have our Dependance, and in whom, though 
we’ him: as’yet But’ in the: fir(t faint’ Difco- 
veries of his Perfedticns, we fee every thin awe 
can imagine as great, ous Or le. We 
find our! fcives Go 
nels, ‘and 


and Mercy. ‘In’ thort,'we' depend. upon: a 
wabole: Power qualfic ‘hin “to "ake “happy 


‘where upheld by - 
Reece with ah imnieudly of Loy. 
: ‘8 i ¢ 







by. adInfinity- ‘of Means, whofe’ Goodnefs and ~ 
Trathsengage him to make thofe happy ‘who de- 
fire iv of kin, ané whole U eablenefs will {e- 
cure'ts fti'ttiis Happimel§'to «It I Saag 

‘Such Contidetarions, which every one thoald per- 
petually cherith' tit his’ Thooghes, will banith: ftom 


us all that ‘feere? Heavinels of Heart, which on- 
thinking ne are‘ fybje@ to when they le under 
tie'real’. RGion, ai ‘that Anzuifh which we may 
fiel feat wny vit ttt adtually oppreties us, 
whith Danay fikewite add all thofe ‘ile Crackliogs 
of Mirth aad Polly ghat are ‘epter ro betray Virtue 
than fuppore it'; arid’ eftablith ia us fuch an even 
qad chearful Tentper, as makes us pleafing to our 
felves, to thofe with whom we converfe, and to 
him whom. we were made to pleafe. 
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